
8 Aboriginal ways of 
learning 

Unit of work: “Who am I? Who are you? Who are we in our community?” 
Grade 2 

Story Sharing 
 

To introduce the unit of work students will be seated in a circle and will each have an opportunity to share as a group what they think 
makes them who they are. (Prompts such as what makes up their family? do they have any family traditions they take part in? Possible 
characteristics of themselves could also be shared) 

Learning Maps 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Students contribute to a classroom map which will collectively involve each individual student. Students will draw self-portraits of them and 
need to draw and write 5 key aspects or characteristics they love about their cultural background or family. Students will also produce a 
flag from their background or culture to go next to their portrait. This classroom map is to show students diversity within the classroom and 
explain aspects of different cultures within the school community. 
 

Non-Linear 
 
 

Students will explore the ideas and knowledge of what an identity is and how each individual is unique in many special ways. Students will 
watch the video clip “Tell Me Your Story” and as a class discuss some of the questions that get raised and how they are represented in the 
students’ lives. Students will then be placed in partnerships and will need to interview their partner on specific questions from the clip and 
explore the family and personal characteristics of that person. http://youtu.be/ZuMle76Li9E 
 

Deconstruct 
/Reconstruct 

 
 
 

 

Using a web 2.0 technology students will create a ‘Who am I?’ small presentation which outlines characteristics and facts they discovered 
and explored from their partner. This is aimed at allowing students to build their knowledge on the students around them and learn about 
the ideas of diversity within the classroom and school community. 

Community Links 
 
 
 

Once students have explored the ideas of personal identity and the characteristics and diversity of those within their school community, 
students will then focus their learning on the wider community and observe the Aboriginal community within Victoria. Students will engage 
in a community of practice as they will experience the ‘Bunjilaka’ exhibit at the Melbourne Museum. Here students will engage and learn 
about the communities past and present of Aboriginal people and discover Aboriginal ways of life. 

http://youtu.be/ZuMle76Li9E


  

 
 

Land Links 
 
 
 
 

Students will engage in a presentation given by an Aboriginal Elder who will speak to the students about their ancestral background and 
what makes up their Aboriginal identity. Students will specifically learn about the Aboriginal people’s use of the land and how it is 
incorporated and highly respected in their communities. 

Symbols and Images 
 

  

Students will explore the many dreaming stories and traditions that make up the Aboriginal culture and community. As they learn the 
stories they will produce a small image booklet of important symbols and imagery they have discovered and learnt from the various 
dreaming stories. 

Non-Verbal 
 
 
 
 

 

Students will collaboratively work together in groups to produce a non-verbal body movement act where they will need to come up with 
ways to tell one of the dreaming stories they have learnt about. Students will need to delegate different roles and collaborate ideas on 
expressing particular characters and their how they are portrayed in the stories. 


